
 

 

                

Sermon discussion guide 

July 16, 2023 

The Guest List 
 

 

Read Luke 14:1-24. What are the key events? Retell the story in your own words.  

 

What did hosting a dinner mean to the people during this time and place?  

 

My Invitation List 

Jesus tells the people not to invite only those who can return the invitation and who can invite 

you back for dinner. What did he mean by this?  

 

How was this different for their culture? How is it different than what we do now?  

 

Jesus uses hyperbole (an exaggerated statement) in this story to make a point. How does he use 

it?  

 

In the story, Jesus says the host invites those the culture would never have considered inviting. 

What would the people think who were hearing this story?  

 

How does the invitation speak to the idea of inclusion? In our culture, who do we often fail to 

include and why?  

 

Jesus challenges us to think outside the box when we invite. People are hungry for more than 

food.  How have you seen this in your life?  

 

Who is someone that you feel God might be nudging you to include?  

 

Pursue Christ, Include People  

The Pharisees had hearts not focused on the right things. What can we guess was part of their 

motive for hosting the party? Why does this make a difference?  

 

How does walking with Jesus help us help others feel included and take the next step?  

 

How is the desire to reflect Jesus different from having the perfect family and having it “all 

together”? Why is this an important distinction?  



 

God’s Invitation List  

According to what Jesus says, what types of people does God have at his table? How can we 

recognize that we are those types of people and thank God for welcoming us to his table and 

including us?  

 

Our table should reflect God’s table. What kinds of invisible standards do we hold that keep 

certain people away from our life and table?  

 

How can you use an invitation to your space to include someone this week?  

 

What about this series’ challenge (sharing a meal with someone) makes you uncomfortable or 

seems difficult? How can you encourage and pray for one another to continue to accept the 

challenge and stick with it?  

 


